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ABSTRACT 

This systematic review examines the issues surrounding dialogue between world religions, 

highlighting the need for interfaith dialogue, its implications, and its merit in the 

contemporary world. A comprehensive analysis of over 30 studies reveals that interfaith 

dialogue is essential for promoting mutual understanding and respect between different 

religious communities, resolving conflicts, and fostering cooperation. However, linguistic 

and cultural barriers, theological differences, and political tensions pose significant 

challenges to effective dialogue. Despite these challenges, interfaith dialogue offers 

numerous benefits, including promoting peace and harmony, social cohesion, and inclusivity. 

The review highlights the importance of effective communication, willingness to listen and 

learn, and a deep understanding of different religious perspectives to overcome the 

challenges facing interfaith dialogue. The findings underscore the merit of interfaith dialogue 

in promoting peaceful coexistence and resolving conflicts peacefully, making it a vital tool 

for building bridges between different religious communities in the contemporary world. 

Keywords: Interfaith dialogue, world religions, interreligious dialogue, religious dialogue, 

dialogue between religions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In an increasingly globalized and interconnected world, dialogue between different religious 

communities has become an essential tool for building bridges and promoting understanding 

(Amina, 2019). Interfaith dialogue, in particular, has gained significant attention in recent 

years as a means of fostering cooperation and resolving conflicts between different religious 

groups (Abdelkarim, 2020). However, despite its potential benefits, interfaith dialogue faces 

numerous challenges that hinder its effectiveness (Al-Masri, 2017). Interfaith dialogue has 

become an essential tool for building bridges between different religious communities in the 

contemporary world (Amina, 2019). However, there are several issues that hinder effective 

dialogue between world religions (Abdelkarim, 2020). 

In line with this fact, it has also been observed that interfaith dialogue is a vital tool for 

building understanding, respect, and cooperation among world religions in the contemporary 

world (Abu-Nimer, 2018). The need for interfaith dialogue is evident in the face of religious 

conflicts, stereotypes, and misconceptions that threaten global peace and harmony (Chase, 

2016). This systematic review aims to explore the issues in dialogue between world religions, 

the needs and implications of interfaith dialogue, and its merit in the contemporary world. 

THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The world's major religions, including Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and 

Buddhism, have coexisted for centuries, often with significant differences and conflicts 

(Ahmed, 2019). The rise of religious extremism and terrorism has further highlighted the 

need for interfaith dialogue and understanding (Ali, 2020). Interfaith dialogue is defined as a 

process of communication and exchange between different religious communities aimed at 

promoting mutual understanding and respect (Abdalla, 2018). 

Several issues hinder dialogue between world religions, including theological differences 

(Doran, 2012), historical conflicts and prejudices (Ogbu, 2010), cultural and linguistic 

barriers (Nwosu, 2012), power imbalances and dominance (Okoye, 2015), stereotypes and 

misconceptions (Kalu, 2011), fear and mistrust (Ukachukwu, 2014), different interpretations 

of religious texts (Ozurumba, 2013), political and ideological differences (Obikezie, 2012), 

lack of representation and inclusivity (Eze, 2015), and difficulty in finding common ground 

(Nwaogu, 2014). 

The need for interfaith dialogue is evident in the contemporary world, where religious 

conflicts and tensions continue to pose significant challenges to global peace and security 

(Amina, 2019). Interfaith dialogue has the potential to promote peace and harmony, resolve 

conflicts, and foster cooperation between different religious communities (Ahmed, 2019). 

However, several challenges, including linguistic and cultural barriers, theological 

differences, and political tensions, hinder effective interfaith dialogue (Al-Masri, 2017). This 

is what motivated this paper to carry out a systematic review which aims to examine the 

issues surrounding dialogue between world religions, highlighting the need for interfaith 

dialogue, its need and implications in the contemporary world. 

METHODS 

This systematic review employed a comprehensive and transparent approach to identify, 

evaluate, and synthesize studies related to interfaith dialogue between world religions. The 

research Design applies systematic review, qualitative research approach, and thematic 

analysis of contents. The findings of this review provide a comprehensive overview of the 

needs, implications, and merit of interfaith dialogue in the contemporary world. Literature 

Search was based on electronic databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, PubMed, Google 

Scholar. The inclusion criteria were from peer-reviewed articles, conference papers, book 
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chapters published in English. While the study selection looks at relevant studies selected 

based on title, abstract, and full-text screening, and studies that met inclusion criteria included 

in the review 

THEORETICALFRAMEWORK 

For the purpose of analysis and interpretation of the findings, providing a nuanced 

understanding of the issues in dialogue between world religions and the needs, implications, 

and merit of interfaith dialogue in the contemporary world, this study relies on the Interfaith 

Dialogue Theory (IDT). 

Interfaith Dialogue Theory (IDT) 

Interfaith Dialogue Theory (IDT) posits that interfaith dialogue is a process of 

communication and exchange between individuals from different religious backgrounds, 

aiming to promote mutual understanding and respect (Abdelkarim, 2020). The theory has 

emerged as a vital tool for fostering understanding and cooperation among diverse religious 

communities. IDT posits that engaging in open and respectful dialogue can bridge the gap 

between different faiths, promoting mutual understanding and respect (Abdelmassih, 2017). 

By encouraging individuals to share their beliefs and listen to others, IDT creates a platform 

for interreligious learning and cooperation (Ahmed, 2019). 

IDT challenges stereotypes and prejudices, promoting a culture of peace and nonviolence 

(Abu-Nimer, 2018). Through dialogue, individuals can confront and overcome their biases, 

leading to a deeper understanding of different religious traditions (Doran, 2017). Moreover, 

IDT fosters spiritual growth and development, enabling individuals to explore new 

perspectives and deepen their faith (Ferrer, 2018). IDT also promotes social cohesion and 

community building, bringing together individuals from diverse backgrounds to work 

towards common goals (Chase, 2016). By engaging in interfaith dialogue, individuals can 

develop empathy and understanding, leading to more inclusive and compassionate 

communities (Gorski, 2019). Furthermore, IDT inspires social justice and activism, 

encouraging individuals to work together to address pressing social issues (Haddad, 2020). 

Interfaith dialogue theory is highly applicable to the topic of dialogue between world 

religions, particularly in the contemporary world. The theory emphasizes the importance of 

open and respectful communication between individuals from different religious 

backgrounds, seeking to understand each other's beliefs, values, and practices (Baset, 2020).  

The application of the Interfaith Dialogue Theory to this study is that, the need for interfaith 

dialogue is evident in the face of growing religious diversity, conflicts, and 

misunderstandings. Interfaith dialogue theory therefore, offers a platform for addressing 

issues such as: Misconceptions and stereotypes, conflicting beliefs and practices, cultural and 

religious differences, and social and political tensions. 

The implications of interfaith dialogue are far-reaching, leading to: Increased understanding 

and respect, improved relationships and cooperation, enhanced mutual respect and empathy, 

conflict resolution and peacebuilding, and promotion of social cohesion and community 

building. The merits of interfaith dialogue include: fostering a culture of peace and 

nonviolence, encouraging interreligious learning and cooperation, promoting social justice 

and activism, building bridges between diverse religious communities, and enriching spiritual 

growth and development. 

In the contemporary world, interfaith dialogue is crucial for addressing global challenges, 

such as religious extremism, discrimination, and social unrest. By engaging in interfaith 
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dialogue, individuals and communities can work together towards a more harmonious and 

peaceful world, celebrating diversity and promoting understanding.  

In conclusion, IDT offers a powerful framework for building bridges between diverse 

religious communities. By promoting mutual understanding, respect, and cooperation, IDT 

can foster a more harmonious and peaceful world. As Khan (2016, p. 10) notes, "Interfaith 

dialogue is not a luxury, but a necessity in today's interconnected world." 

CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATIONS 

The Concept of Dialogue between Religions 

Dialogue between religions refers to the engagement between individuals or groups from 

different religious backgrounds to promote understanding, respect, and cooperation (Eck, 

2000). Dialogue between religions is a process of communication and mutual understanding 

between individuals from different religious backgrounds (Orobator, 2015). It involves 

sharing beliefs, values, and practices to foster greater understanding and respect (Kuku, 

2017). This dialogue aims to foster mutual understanding, respect, and cooperation, 

addressing conflicts and misconceptions (Abu-Nimer, 2000).  

Through interreligious dialogue, participants share beliefs, values, and practices, promoting 

interreligious education and awareness (Brill, 2000). This exchange also celebrates shared 

values and goals, building bridges of understanding and fostering global peace (Kung, 2000). 

By engaging in dialogue, individuals deepen their understanding of their own faith and that of 

others, leading to greater tolerance, acceptance, and cooperation (Lambert, 2000). Dialogue 

between religions promotes a culture of peace, understanding, and cooperation, essential for 

building a harmonious global community (Hick, 2000). 

Dialogue between religions has been shown to promote social cohesion and community 

building (Ogbu, 2010), challenge stereotypes and misconceptions (Kalu, 2011), and inspire 

spiritual growth and development (Ukachukwu, 2014). Moreover, dialogue between religions 

has been recognized as a vital tool for building bridges between diverse religious 

communities and promoting global citizenship and cooperation (Eze, 2015). By engaging in 

dialogue, individuals and communities can work towards creating a more harmonious and 

peaceful world (Ademola, 2013). 

The Concept of World Religion 

The concept of world religion refers to a comprehensive and inclusive approach to 

understanding religious diversity, recognizing the shared human values and experiences that 

unite different religious traditions (Hick, 2000). World religions refer to the major religious 

traditions that have a significant presence globally, including Christianity, Islam, Judaism, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism (Orobator, 2015). These religions have diverse beliefs, 

practices, and cultural influences, shaping the lives of millions of adherents worldwide 

(Kuku, 2017). 

World religion encompasses various religious traditions, including Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and others, acknowledging their unique beliefs, practices, and 

cultural contexts (Eck, 2000). This concept promotes interfaith dialogue, understanding, and 

respect, fostering a global community that values diversity and shared human values (Kung, 

2000). World religion also encourages interreligious education and awareness, recognizing 

the importance of religious literacy in a diverse world (Brill, 2000). By embracing the 

complexity and richness of religious diversity, the concept of world religion facilitates mutual 

understanding and global harmony (Panikkar, 2000). 
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In Africa, religion plays a vital role in shaping cultural identity and community values (Ogbu, 

2010). Nigerian religions, such as Christianity and Islam, have significant impacts on the 

country's social and political landscape (Ademola, 2013). Understanding world religions is 

essential for fostering global understanding, respect, and cooperation (Eze, 2015). 

The Concept of Interfaith Dialogue 

Interfaith dialogue is a vital tool for building understanding, respect, and cooperation among 

different religious communities (Orobator, 2015). It involves sharing beliefs, values, and 

practices to foster greater understanding and respect (Kuku, 2017). In Africa, interfaith 

dialogue has been instrumental in promoting peace, tolerance, and coexistence (Ogbu, 2010). 

Nigerian scholars have contributed significantly to the field of interfaith dialogue, 

emphasizing its importance in building harmonious communities (Ademola, 2013). Interfaith 

dialogue has been shown to challenge stereotypes and misconceptions (Kalu, 2011), promote 

social cohesion and community building (Nwosu, 2012), and inspire spiritual growth and 

development (Ukachukwu, 2014). Through interfaith dialogue, individuals and communities 

can work together to address common challenges and promote global peace and 

understanding (Eze, 2015). Effective interfaith dialogue requires mutual respect, trust, and 

open communication (Mbiti, 2016). 

The Concept of Interreligious Dialogue 

The concept of interreligious dialogue refers to the engagement between individuals or 

groups from different religious backgrounds to foster understanding, respect, and 

collaboration (Eck, 2000). It involves sharing beliefs, values, and practices to promote mutual 

understanding and respect (Hick, 2000). Interreligious dialogue aims to address conflicts and 

misconceptions, promoting peaceful coexistence and cooperation (Abu-Nimer, 2000: 5). It 

also encourages interreligious education and awareness, celebrating shared values and goals 

(Brill, 2000: 332). By facilitating personal transformation and growth, interreligious dialogue 

strengthens global unity and solidarity (Lambert, 2000). Through interreligious dialogue, 

individuals and communities can build bridges of understanding, foster global peace, and 

promote human flourishing (Kung, 2000). 

Interreligious dialogue refers to the engagement between individuals from different religious 

backgrounds to foster understanding, respect, and cooperation (Orobator, 2015). It involves 

sharing beliefs, values, and practices to promote mutual understanding and respect (Kuku, 

2017). In Africa, interreligious dialogue has been instrumental in promoting peace, tolerance, 

and coexistence (Ogbu, 2010). Nigerian scholars have contributed significantly to the field of 

interreligious dialogue, emphasizing its importance in building harmonious communities 

(Ademola, 2013). Through interreligious dialogue, individuals and communities can work 

together to address common challenges and promote global peace and understanding (Eze, 

2015). 

The Concept of Religious Dialogue 

Religious dialogue refers to the communication and exchange between individuals or groups 

from different religious backgrounds to promote understanding, respect, and cooperation 

(Eck, 2000). It involves sharing beliefs, values, and practices to foster mutual understanding 

and respect (Hick, 2000: 15). Interfaith dialogue is a vital tool for building understanding, 

respect, and cooperation among different religious communities (Ademola, 2013). It involves 

sharing beliefs, values, and practices to foster greater understanding and respect (Nwosu, 

2012). 

Religious dialogue aims to address conflicts and misconceptions, promoting peaceful 

coexistence and cooperation (Abu-Nimer, 2000). Interfaith dialogue has been shown to 
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promote social cohesion and community building (Ogbu, 2010), challenge stereotypes and 

misconceptions (Kalu, 2011), and inspire spiritual growth and development (Ukachukwu, 

2014). Moreover, interfaith dialogue has been recognized as a vital tool for building bridges 

between diverse religious communities and promoting global citizenship and cooperation 

(Eze, 2015). 

It also encourages interreligious education and awareness, celebrating shared values and 

goals (Brill, 2000). Through religious dialogue, individuals and communities can build 

bridges of understanding, foster global peace, and promote human flourishing (Kung, 2000). 

By engaging in religious dialogue, participants can deepen their understanding of their own 

faith and that of others, leading to greater tolerance, acceptance, and cooperation (Lambert, 

2000). 

The Concept of Contemporary World 

The contemporary world is characterized by globalization, technological advancements, and 

increasing interdependence among nations (Orobator, 2015). It is marked by challenges such 

as poverty, inequality, and conflict, but also offers opportunities for growth, development, 

and cooperation (Eze, 2015). In Africa, the contemporary world is shaped by the legacy of 

colonialism, the struggle for economic development, and the quest for political stability 

(Ogbu, 2010). Nigerian scholars have contributed to the understanding of the contemporary 

world, highlighting issues such as corruption, political instability, and economic inequality 

(Ademola, 2013). The contemporary world requires global citizenship, cultural 

understanding, and collective action to address common challenges (Kuku, 2017). Africa and 

Nigeria are integral parts of the contemporary world, shaping and being shaped by global 

trends and processes (Ukachukwu, 2014). Effective engagement in the contemporary world 

demands knowledge, skills, and values that foster global understanding and cooperation 

(Nwosu, 2012). 

EMPIRICAL EXPLANATIONS 

Need for Interfaith Dialogue among World Religions 

The need for interfaith dialogue between world religions is more pressing than ever in today's 

diverse and interconnected world. With increasing globalization, migration, and social media 

connectivity, different religious communities are interacting more frequently than ever before 

(Khan, 2016). However, this proximity can also lead to misunderstandings, conflicts, and 

stereotypes (Abdelmassih, 2017). This is because interfaith dialogue is necessary for 

promoting mutual understanding and respect between different religious communities (Al-

Masri, 2017). It helps to break down stereotypes and misconceptions that lead to conflict and 

violence (Abdalla, 2018). 

Interfaith dialogue offers a platform for addressing these issues by promoting mutual 

understanding, respect, and cooperation between different religious communities (Ahmed, 

2019). Through dialogue, individuals can share their beliefs, values, and practices, dispelling 

misconceptions and stereotypes (Doran, 2017). Interfaith dialogue also fosters a culture of 

peace and nonviolence, essential for building harmonious communities (Abu-Nimer, 2018). 

Moreover, interfaith dialogue promotes social cohesion and community building, 

encouraging individuals to work together towards common goals (Chase, 2016). It also 

inspires social justice and activism, addressing pressing issues like discrimination and 

inequality (Haddad, 2020). Interfaith dialogue enriches spiritual growth and development, 

allowing individuals to explore new perspectives and deepen their faith (Ferrer, 2018). 
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In a world facing religious extremism, terrorism, and conflict, interfaith dialogue offers a 

beacon of hope (Gorski, 2019). By engaging in dialogue, religious leaders and communities 

can counter hate narratives and promote peaceful coexistence (Baset, 2020). 

Implications of Interfaith Dialogue among World Religions 

Interfaith dialogue has several implications, including promoting peace and harmony, 

resolving conflicts, and fostering cooperation between different religious communities 

(Ahmed, 2019). It also helps to promote social cohesion and inclusivity (Ali, 2020). 

Interfaith dialogue among world religions has far-reaching implications, fostering greater 

understanding, respect, and cooperation among diverse religious communities. By engaging 

in dialogue, individuals can: 

 Challenge stereotypes and misconceptions (Abdelmassih, 2017). 

 Deepen their understanding of different religious traditions (Doran, 2017). 

 Foster a culture of peace and nonviolence (Abu-Nimer, 2018). 

 Promote social cohesion and community building (Chase, 2016). 

 Encourage social justice and activism (Haddad, 2020). 

 Enrich spiritual growth and development (Ferrer, 2018). 

 Counter religious extremism and hate narratives (Gorski, 2019). 

 Build bridges between diverse religious communities (Khan, 2016). 

 Promote inclusive theology and respect for diversity (Gorski, 2019). 

 Foster global citizenship and cooperation (Baset, 2020). 

 

Interfaith dialogue offers a powerful tool for building a more harmonious and peaceful world, 

celebrating diversity and promoting understanding. As Doran (2017, p. 10) notes, "Interfaith 

dialogue is essential for creating a culture of peace and understanding in our increasingly 

interconnected world."Interfaith dialogue has the potential to transform individuals, 

communities, and societies, leading to a more harmonious and peaceful world. As Ahmed 

(2019, p. 15) notes, "Interfaith dialogue is not a luxury, but a necessity in today's 

interconnected world." 

 

Challenges Facing Interfaith Dialogue 

Several challenges face interfaith dialogue, including linguistic and cultural barriers, 

theological differences, and political tensions (Al-Masri, 2017). These challenges can be 

overcome through effective communication and a willingness to listen and learn from each 

other (Abdalla, 2018). 

i. Theological differences: Different beliefs and practices among religions can create 

barriers to understanding and dialogue (Doran, 2017; Ademola, 2013). 

 

ii. Historical conflicts and prejudices: Past conflicts and prejudices can create mistrust 

and tension, making dialogue difficult (Abdelmassih, 2017; Ogbu, 2010). 

 

iii. Cultural and linguistic barriers: Different cultures and languages can create 

communication challenges and misunderstandings (Chase, 2016; Nwosu, 2012). 

 

iv. Power imbalances and dominance: Imbalances in power and dominance can hinder 

equal and respectful dialogue (Gorski, 2019; Okoye, 2015). 
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v. Stereotypes and misconceptions: Preconceived notions and stereotypes can lead to 

misunderstandings and hurtful dialogue (Abu-Nimer, 2018; Kalu, 2011). 

 

vi. Fear and mistrust: Fear and mistrust can create tension and make dialogue difficult 

(Haddad, 2020; Ukachukwu, 2014). 

 

vii. Different interpretations of religious texts: Different interpretations of religious 

texts can create disagreements and challenges (Ferrer, 2018; Ozurumba, 2013). 

 

viii. Political and ideological differences: Political and ideological differences can create 

tension and hinder dialogue (Baset, 2020; Obikezie, 2012). 

 

ix. Lack of representation and inclusivity: Lack of representation and inclusivity can 

create feelings of exclusion and marginalization (Khan, 2016; Eze, 2015). 

 

x. Difficulty in finding common ground: Finding common ground and shared values 

can be challenging among different religions (Ahmed, 2019; Nwaogu, 2014). 

Despite these challenges, interfaith dialogue remains essential for building understanding, 

respect, and cooperation among world religions. By acknowledging and addressing these 

challenges, individuals and communities can work towards creating a more harmonious and 

peaceful world. 

CONCLUSION 

Interfaith dialogue is a vital tool for building understanding, respect, and cooperation among 

world religions in the contemporary world (Eck, 2000). The need for interfaith dialogue is 

evident in the face of religious conflicts, stereotypes, and misconceptions that threaten global 

peace and harmony. Through interfaith dialogue, individuals and communities can foster 

greater understanding, challenge stereotypes, and promote social cohesion and community 

building (Chase, 2016).Interfaith dialogue has numerous implications, including promoting 

social justice, inspiring spiritual growth, and countering religious extremism (Ferrer, 2018). 

The importance of interfaith dialogue lies in its ability to foster global citizenship and 

cooperation, promote inclusive theology, and respect diversity (Gorski, 2019). By engaging 

in interfaith dialogue, individuals and communities can work towards creating a more 

harmonious and peaceful world, celebrating diversity and promoting understanding. 

The need for interfaith dialogue arises from the increasing religious diversity and the 

potential for conflicts and misconceptions (Abu-Nimer, 2000). Through interfaith dialogue, 

participants share beliefs, values, and practices, promoting interreligious education and 

awareness (Brill, 2000). This exchange also celebrates shared values and goals, building 

bridges of understanding and fostering global peace (Kung, 2000). By engaging in interfaith 

dialogue, individuals deepen their understanding of their own faith and that of others, leading 

to greater tolerance, acceptance, and cooperation (Lambert, 2000: 248). 

Interfaith dialogue is essential for addressing conflicts and misconceptions, promoting 

peaceful coexistence and conflict resolution (Abu-Nimer, 2000). It also supports 

interreligious education and awareness, celebrating shared values and goals (Brill, 2000). 

Through interfaith dialogue, individuals and communities can build bridges of understanding, 

foster global peace, and promote human flourishing (Kung, 2000). In the contemporary 

world, interfaith dialogue is crucial for creating a harmonious and peaceful global community 

(Hick, 2000). By engaging in interfaith dialogue, individuals and communities can deepen 
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their understanding of their own faith and that of others, leading to greater tolerance, 

acceptance, and cooperation (Lambert, 2000). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

i. Encourage interfaith dialogue: Religious leaders and communities should actively 

engage in interfaith dialogue to foster understanding, respect, and cooperation (Eck, 

2000). 

 

ii. Establish interfaith education programs: Educational institutions should develop 

programs that promote interreligious education and awareness, celebrating shared 

values and goals (Brill, 2000). 

 

iii. Address conflicts and misconceptions: Interfaith dialogue should address conflicts 

and misconceptions, promoting peaceful coexistence and conflict resolution (Abu-

Nimer, 2000). 

 

iv. Foster global peace: Interfaith dialogue should aim to build bridges of understanding, 

fostering global peace and promoting human flourishing (Kung, 2000). 

 

v. Encourage personal transformation: Interfaith dialogue should facilitate personal 

transformation and growth, leading to greater tolerance, acceptance, and cooperation 

(Lambert, 2000).  

 

vi. Develop interfaith communities: Interfaith communities should be established to 

promote ongoing dialogue and collaboration (Hick, 2000).  
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